SADDLING UP

1 11
desort living melds with stable su:ruumlmqs By Kim Fredericks

k

CHAD BEDELL spent most of his life wrestling steer;
now he helps people wrestle their anxiety. “Our owners
come from high-stress jobs,” says Bedell, who scrves as
ranch ger at Marabou, a develoy in Steam-
boat Springs, Colorado, that will place just 65 homes on
its 1,700 acres. “Horseback riding teaches them to calm
down and relax.” The former world champion steer wres-
tler and full-fledged cowboy helps owners, many of whom
hail from urban and corporate environments, transition
from sitting behind a desk to sitting on a horse for such
activities as trail riding, barrel racing, and even overnight
cartle drives. “The owners here have a genuine interest in
horses,” says Bedell. “They want to learn about and inter-
act with them.”

Marabou started selling in 2006, and, although no
homes have been completed, the community is already
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boarding six owners' horses—along with 12 others that
belong to the ranch and are available to the homeown-
ers for guided rrail rides, cattle drives, and lessons—in its
newly built barn. An outdoor riding arena and 12 miles
of riding trails are also in place. While Marabou features
fly-fishing, mountain biking, cross-country skiing, and
downhill skiing ar the nearby Steamboar Ski Resort, it is
the ranch lifestyle paired with the beauty of wide-open
spaces, which are free of golf courses, that has captured
buyers' attention ar this development.

Glenda Hachenberger, a semiretired real estate exec-
utive, left her Florida home of 25 years to move to
Steamboat. She purchased a Marabou homesite—which
overlooks a horse barn, where a registered quarter horse
named Jax resides—and though she has yet to start build-
ing a house, she enjoys the community's amenities. “1 like

The demand for resl estate communities that combune equestrian fa-
cilitios with luxury resort-style amenities has caused developers to tum
theisr attention from golf to horses. One such community, Frederica,
located on St. Simons Island, Georgia, has combined the best of both
worlds, offering stables and a goif course. CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT: The
Sea Island Stables can house 84 horses in its four bams. Frederica's
beaches provide sconic riding trails. The stables are available only to
the community’s owners, Sea island Club members. and Sea Island
Resorts’ guests. The 3,000-acre community also includes guesthouses.
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Waorth America. "Langfey ix the horse capaal of Canada”
says Han) Lammuon, vice president of Creey Develop-
wient Group, the divelopes of High Painz, The 287-ace
copermiiniry features 164 hnmemtes arravged around nd-
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Carnerstone
LocATion: On 6,000 acres in south-
western Colorado
RESIDENCES: A total of 412 offerings
planned. Homesites range from
less than one acre 1o 20 acres, and
ranches range from 20 to 130 acres.
Five four-bedroom golf cabins renge
from 3,785 to 4,370 square feet

A Greq Norman-designed
privata golf course, a golf clubhouse,
stables, 2 children's activity camp,
a Mountain Club for skiers lacated
in Telluride's Mountain Village, and

a fly-fishing cabin located 16 miles
away on the Uncompahgre River
TIMELINE: Broke ground in 2004

The Mountain Club, welcome center,
and phase one of the stables are
complete. The goli cabins, the golf
clubhouse, the gelf course, 20-plus
miles af on-site trails, and phase two
of the stables—which includes the
paddacks for outside baarding of
horses—will be ready this summer
PRICING: Hamesites priced frarm
$300K to 5485K; ranches from $725K
o §1.98M; fully furnished golf cabins
from $2.6M to 52.8M. Club membar-
ship, which includes golf, s 395K
877.855 7273, www.camerstone
colarado.com

Frederica

Locamion: On 3,000 acres an St
Simons Island, Georgia

RESIDENCES: 500 homesites ranging in
size from ane to four acres

Sir Michael Bonallack and Tom Fazio;
a golf clubhouse; a 400-acre lake; a
boathouse with kayaks, canoes, and
electric boats for use on the lake and
more than 100 acres of intercon-

| nected waterways; a fitness center;
| stables; a cultural arts center; a

restaurant; a 600-acre rookery dedi-
cated to the shalter and study of the
indigenous wood stork; and access
to Sea lsland Resorts’ amenites
TIMELINE: Broke ground in 2003,

The clubhouse and fitness canter
are scheduled to apen during the
third quarter of 2008. Five homes

| completed; seven under construction

PRICING: From $1.43M to $3.58M
912.291.2185, htwp://frederica
-seaisland.com

Coriffinn Hanels ishown above and right)
LOCATION: On 239 acres in La Quinta,
Califarnia. The compound was
previously awned by harse enthu-
siast Marv Griffin, wha decided to
develop the property into a residen-
tial community in 2005

RESIDENCES: 373 homes set on lots
ranging in size from 10,000 sauare
fest 1o a half-acre. Twenty one-acre
lots also are available

amenimes: The Saddle Club eques-
trian facility will offer a covered
arena, an open arena, two dressage
arenas, a clubhouse, boarding for up
ta 80 harses, and turn-out areas and
pastures. The 22,000-square-foot
Griffin Club will include a restaurant

ameNies: A golf course designed by | and a fitness center and spa

| RESIDENCES: 164 homesites ranging in

TIMELINE: Sales began in 2005; home
canstruction began in January 2007. |
The Saddle Club is curently under
development, and construction of
the Griffin Club will start in late 2008
PRICING: Homes fram $750K 1o
51.7M. One-acre lots from $900,000
877.222.3858, www.griffin
ranchiaquinta.com

High Point Equestrian Estates
LOCATION: Ciny 287 acres in Langley,
British Columbia, 45 minutes fram
daowntown Vancouver and 10 min- I
utes from the U.S. border

size from a half-acre to 4.24 acres
AMENITIES: Club High Point egues-
trian center with paddacks for 80
horses, 20,000-square-toot indoar |
and large outdoor riding rings, and

a 31,000-square-toot clubhouse with
viewing lounges and a fitness center
TIMEUNE: Broke ground in 2004
Currently, there are 14 homes under
way. Construction on the equestnan
cerniter began this soring

PRICING: Fram $585K to S977K
804.514.2222,

www. highpointestates.ca

Marabon

LOCATION: On 1,700 acres in western
Colarado, three miles west of Stearn-
boat Springs

RESIDENCES: 65 homesites ranging m
size from five to seven acres
AMENITIES: Six awners' cabins, an
owners' lodge, an outfitters’ center,
a wellness center, a barn and round
pen, and a children’s activity center.
It alsa offers private fly-fishing,
horseback riding, skiing, snowboard-
ing, and mountain biking—all led by
Marabou's mauntain guides, same
of whom are former Olympians ar
forerunners in their sport

TIMELINE: Broke ground in 2004,

The first phase of homesites was
released in 2006 with the second
phase released last December. All
communily structures were finished
fast year

PRICING: Fram $2.9M

877.879.7519, www.marabau
ranch.com

Resonrces
Equestrian Services, 434.872.0108,
www. equestrianserviceslic.com [
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